


Virginia Opera’s season-opening “Il Trovatore” is a milestone: 
Artistic Director Peter Mark’s 100th production in 34 seasons. As Mark’s conducting  
propelled the music with feverish intensity Friday night, stage director Lillian Groag 
went all out to make Verdi’s over-the-top melodrama memorable...  

Jeniece Golbourne was a standout as Azucena, her mezzo-soprano having near- 
contralto richness in her obsessive revenge aria, “Stride la vampa,” and charming 
warmth in “Ai nostri monti.” 

�MaRK J. EStREN, WASHINGtON POSt

The Virginia Opera’s season-opening production of “Il Trovatore” is a 
consistently gripping piece of Italianate musical melodrama – strikingly 
staged, boasting a stellar tenor in Gustavo López Manzitti and a super-stellar mezzo-
soprano in Jeniece Golbourne, and conducted with gratifying turbulence and pathos 
by Peter Mark.

 �ClaRKE BUStaRD, LEttER V �RICHMOND�

Lillian Groag directed the new production, which successfully brought out the work’s 
somber intensity and largely clari�ed the occasionally confusing plot.

�PaUl SaYEGH, THE VIRGINIAN�PILOt

Donizetti is well-served by Virginia Opera’s e�ort 
The Virginia Opera’s production of Gaetano Donizetti’s “The Elixir of Love” brought 
together excellent singing and acting in a clever visual setting for a thoroughly  
enjoyable opening Friday at the Harrison Opera House. 

�LEE TEplY, THE VIRGINIAN�PILOt

When the curtain rises, those ubiquitous operatic happy peasants set the tone for  
this delightful comedy about the sweet mysteries of love. Thanks to director Dorothy 
Danner the stage pulses with life. She takes each and every one of those peasants  
and soldiers and gives him or her a speci�c character. Then she arranges them in  
compositions worthy of a master painter. She does the same with the principals... 
This Danner dish of delight is robust and full bodied like a good  
Italian red.

�EDGaR LOESSIN, LOESSIN At LARGE, WHRO

Stealing the stage was baritone Todd Robinson in the snake oil salesman character  
of Dr. Dulcamara. In his third production with Virginia Opera, Robinson had a dream 
role that allows for a bit of drama, a lot of comedic interpretation and some pretty 
demanding vocalizing.

�Walt AMaCKER, RICHMOND TIMES�DISpAtCH

Joseph Walsh, the company’s associate conductor, led a nicely animated  
performance by members of Hampton Roads’ Virginia Symphony...  
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